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JONES TA _ Plans for Continuing Cooperation 


Prapat) - A new organization for continuing cooperation among churches and Christian 
meils of Hast. Asia seems likely to emerge from the Eastern Asia Christian Conference 
d March 18=27 at Prapat,..Sumatra, Indonesia. (See E.P.S. Nos. 8,11) 


In the closing sessions, delegates elected Bishop E. C. Sobrepena, United Church of 
fist, the Philippines, chairman of an interim committee. Thirteen Asian nations are 
resented on this committee which will deal with a recommendation for an Asian ecumenical 
anization. 


_ Chosen as vice-chairman was Dr. D. G. Moses, India; principal of Hislop College, Nag- 
Pp, and International Missionary Council vice-chairman. The conference invited Dr. D. T. 
des, Ceylon, secretary of the Department of Evangelism, World Council of Churches, to 

ve as secretary and U Kyaw Than, Burma, who organized the Prapat conference, to become 

Ociate secretary. The Rev. Alan Brash, executive secretary of the New Zealand Council 

Churches was elected inter-church aid secretary of the interim committee. 


The committee will prepare plans for the next conference and make recommendations re= 
eding the number and allocation of representatives to that meeting. At that conference, 
i ct within three years, final action will be taken on setting up a regional ecumenical 

zanization. 


} For ten days over 120 delegates from a score of comtries were together at Prapat on 
banks of Lake Toba in the Batak comtry of Sumatra. They assembled on March 17 when 

jonesia's President Sukarno addressed their first meeting. Throughout the sessions of 

Me conference, sponsored by the International Missionary Council and the World Council of 
rches, delegates confronted the issue of continuing cooperation among the churches in 
ia and "the unfinished evangelistic task" there. 


_ A unanimous decision was reached March 23, on a proposal presented by Dr. Niles re- 
mending that an "Asian Christian Conference be constituted as an organ of continuing 

ation among the churches arid Christian cowmcils in East Asia within the framework 

International Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches." 


"We have come more fully to realize that the churches in Asia are ready and eager to 
re in the world-wide task of the Christian mission so insistently needed in our con- 
nporary situation and to engage in these tasks unitedly, convinced that we can do to- 
her what we cannot do separately," said Bishop Sobrepenae 


Discussed at length were the fmmctions of the East Asia secretariat that the WCC and 
] ag have jointly maintained in the area. There were recommendations that these 

ions in the future include a survey of the mission of the church in East Asia and the 
lable resources of personnel and funds for its fulfillment, and consultation among 
churches in the area and the missionary societies in their common evangelistic task 
promotion. 


Other tasks with which the secretariat would be charged are promotion of the participa- 
Bor Asian churches in the IMC and the WCC programs; encouragement of mutual sharing 
Xerience and information; interpreting and coordinating ecumenical inter-church aid; 


| methods of financing the budgeto 
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' Several speakers commented that "Asian regional consciousness should not detract from 
rid sonsciousness" or iis any way hinder ecumenical ties with Christians in other DErve 
if the world. ‘le 


Dr. We Ao Vissar 't Hooft, general-secretary of the World Council of Churches, said 
S conference was not only of importance for Asia but had significance for the whole 
umenical movement as "the first regional. development of the World Council of Churches 
hat had taken place anywhere in the world." 


* 


7 The International Missionary Comcil's general secretary, Dr. Charles Ranson, wunder= 
ned the unique character of the conference and made "a deeply felt plea for unity." He 
id whatever the conference might accomplish formally the delegates must not leave dis-~ 

osed "to be complacent about the unfinished evangelistic task we have in common." 


Contribution of Batak Church 


i The first contribution of the Batak Church to the Eastern Asia Christian Conference 
ame in the form of a small bullock given by a local congregation. The HKBP (Huria Kristen 
atak Protestant) Church-which is at Penahatan, on the shores of Lake Toba, conference 

ite, was donor.of the gift. 


_ The fonferetice divided into five ecumenical teams on Sunday, March 2), to visit out- 
ying centers of the Batak churches. Conference members reported that they "were deeply 
impressed by the warm receptions they received" and by the great numbers of Christians 
who came from far distances to aggend the church services at outdoor rallies. 


The conference closed on Wednesday afternoon; March 27, with a service at which the 
lav. Brank Short of Britain preached the sermon. The ephorus, head of the Batak Church, 
ir. do Sihombing, thanked the conference for its contribution to the spiritual well-being 
if churches in the area. EeP.Se, Geneva 


Re=draft of Church Control Bill 


The bill now before the Parliament of the Union of South Africa which would give the 
sovernment control over services attended by Europeans and Africans (see E.P.S. No. 10) 
as been re~drafted. 


The bill, which caused a storm of protest from church leaders, now reads that the 
inister of Native Affairs may direct that no natives shall attend any church service in 
m urban area if in his opinion their presence is a nuisance to surrounding residents or 
f their presence in large numbers is undesirable. Formerly the bill called for per= 
Mission of the Minister of Native Affairs to conduct any church, school or other activity 
ghere natives were admitted. The re-draft means that it is the native who is to be con- 
rolled rather than the churches. 


Before the re-draft was announced, the government had replied to the Anglican Church 
rotest, advising the churches to desist from "further participation in this most un- 
ecessary agitation." The church had said if the law was passed in its original form it 
ight disobey the provisions. Roman Catholics, Methodists and the Christian Council of 
jouth Africa all condemned the bill. 


In an address before the Jeugbond, the National Party's youth movement, the Minister 
ff Native Affairs, Mr. H. F. Verwoerd, said that mixed white and non-white services were 
political action against tha present order of things. The churches know that their white 
smbers do not want this mixing but they insist on it. There must be action against 
fressures which will lead to this sort of thing." Dr. Verwoerd said that the Afrikmers' 
Wn religious bodies have always aimed towards "christianizing the heathens," but they 
fad given non-whites separate churches. In Johannesburg, he continued, there are special 
ills for meetings where whites and non-whites ‘are encouraged to sit together. "If this 
an happen. mowy what will it be like in 5 years?" E.P.S.3 Geneva 


Court Upholds Freedom of Worship 


The Italia Constitutional Court has upheld the right of Protestants in Italy to hold 
ryices without police permission. 


3 The court declared a clause contained in the twenty-fifth article of the public se- 
y law to be incompatible with the Italim constitution and therefore invalid. The 
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ause had specified that the police had to be notified in advance of any religious meetings 
‘enclosed premisesc. ..  .. 


The court's decision was given in the case of Pastor Umberto Lasco of Rome, who appealed 
inst a 15-day sentence for having held a service without police permission. The court's 
ndings, in upholding the appeal, declared that articles 17 and 19 of the Italian consti- 
iON guaranteed every citizen the right to practice his religion freely so long as the 

95 of his religious group are not "contrary to morality". (See also EPS No. 10). 

D EHoPeSes Geneva 


IGARY Reappearance of Lutheran Weekly 


idapest) - The four-page weekly of the Hmegarian Lutheran Church, "Evangelikus Elet" 
‘otestant Life) is again appearing. The number of March 2) reached subscribers in 
stern Europe punctually. 


The editor-in-chief is now Bishop Lajos Ordass, and the co-editor is Dr. Andras Keken. 
| current number reports the January visit of Dr. Carl E. Lumd-Quisty executive secretary 
the Lutheran World Federation, to Budapest, and the induction of Bishop Zoltan Turoczy 
Dr. Zoltan Mady to their new offices as bishop and lay inspector of the Northern Dio- 

8 respectively. 


A leading article on the Christian Gospel as the treasure of the Church says: "We 

e@ lost a great deal;.but what we have lost is nothing compared with the treasure of 

} Christian Gospel, which we still possess." People who realized that would not be 
ipted,; the article says, to carry on a cultural struggle between Church and State; they 
id also discover the right relationship with other confessions and with the past. Deep 
flection on the Gospel took away fear about the future of the Church and prevented people 
m attaching too. much importance to questions of organization or staff. Concerning 
irch=state relations, the article continues: "Peaceful and lasting relationships must be 
Sible between a state which gives justice its place and a Church which renders service 
the Gospel - notwithstanding any ideological differences between them." H.P.S., Geneva 


PAN Christian Council in Japan Seeks Ban on Bomb Tests 


The National Christian Council of Japan unanimously agreed to "request again the 
Sation of atom and hydrogen bomb experiments, and to appeal to all Christian groups at 
mn and abroad to be firmly mited in order to attain the realization of this goal." The 
Guest has been sent to the World Council of Churches. 


The action was taken at the tenth annual meeting of the council, held at Aoyama Gakuin, 
kyo, from March 5 to 6. The council pointed out that it already had expressed its feeling 
ainst carrying out atomic and hydrogen bomb experiments (see EPS No. 17, 195), but noted 
seretfully that there continue to be concurrences on the international scene which oblige 
to protest repeatedly". 


The Japanese council is the third group within the last month to protest against 

ing of atomic and hydrogen weapons. The General Synod of the Reformed Church of the 
therlands and the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany both registered their 
position during their annual meetings (see EPS Nos. 9 and 11). E.P.S«, Geneva 


[TED STATES Far East Transmitter 


York, N.Y.) - A powerful 100,000-watt radio transmitter will be constructed in the 
filippines- Construction will begin within the year. 


_ The transmitter, one of the most powerful in the eastern half of the worldy will beam 
jadcasts to the Philippines and other nations of Southeast Asia in a variety of languages; 
i Dr. We Burton Martin, New York, executive head of RAVEMCCO, broadcasting unit of the 
ional Council of Churches' Division of Foreign Missions. 


_ ‘The enterprise, similar to the projected 100,000-watt radio station for the Near East 
pounced March 10, (see E.P.Ss No. 10) will be carried out with the support of U.S. Pro- 
tant foreign missions boards and agencies working in cooperation, he said. Together 
two stations will have a potential audience of uncountable millions extending eastward 
Africa and west and south from the Philippines, he added. 
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The transmitter will be located at Dumaguete City, P.I., at Silliman University. It 
1 represent. a ten-fold power step-up of DYSR, a church-supported radio station of 
000 watts that now broadcasts in three languages. It will reach Indonesia, Burma, 
ailand, East Pakistan, India and other comtries of the area. Broadcasts to Commmist 
ma are not contemplated at the present time, the executive stated. 


Station HLKY,. Seoul, Korea, will go from 5,000 watts to 10,000, as part of an over-all 
m to extend and intensify church-supported broadcasting in this area. The HLKY power 
ease, to be effected this spring, will bring virtually all of Communist Northern Korea 
hin the station's primary range. EePeSey Geneva 


YMCA President's Committee Hears China Report 


Three ee of the YMCA who made a month-long visit to China, reported to 
) President. s Committee of the World Alliance at a recent meeting in Geneva (see EPS Noch). 


The men, part of a delegation of 30, were David Robinson of England, a vice-president 
the World Allinace; Tore Littmarck of Sweden, World Alliance staff members and Gunther 
iser of Germany, secretary for Refugee Services of the YMCA Movement in Germany. 


_ The kind of communism one finds in China represents an adaptation to the philosophy 

| culture. of that coumtry, they reported. In many discussions with party workers they 
md deviations from what could be regarded as the orthodox communism of Marx and Lenin. 
iy found the freedom of religion as embodied in the constitution of the People's Republic 
erally. respected. 


The three men, speaking about the present position of Christians and Christian churches 
China, said, "From 199 till 1952 there was a period of great uncertainty and anxiety 
mg Christians in China... Many members left the churches and the Christian movements: 
doubt many church leaders were arrested, some of whom are still in prison. As far as 
could find out very few Christians have been arrested during the last three or forr years 
| the way of thinking of church people is on the whole very much influenced by the same 
jaS as most Chinese, namely: We are free and independent, we manage our own affairs, 
‘work hard for the reconstruction of China." 


"There is a rather strong anti-missionary feeling and this is combined with a deep 
wret of the sectarianism which was introduced to China by missionaries. Serious Chris- 
ans do not overlook the simple fact that the Gospel was brought to China by missionaries, 
§ they ask the question: Why should you bring to this comtry 60 or 80 different denomi-= 
pions and sects?" 


Communists and Christians, the men said, seem to follow a policy of co-existence, 
th group feeling that time is working in its favour. 


‘The European visitors found a great deal of vitality in the YMCA movement in China. 
195) a new programme was adopted which called for a strengthening of the Christian 
aracter of the movement. Religious work is often a joint enterprise with the churches. 
| YMCA and YWCA serve as a coordinating agency for all student Christian work in China. 
iy associations have substantial buildings, which the visitors found to be centres of 
bivitys | 


The President's Committee expressed the hope that representatives of the National 
mittee of YMCAs of China will be present at the meeting of the YMCA World Council in 

ys 1957, at Kassel, Germany. The YMCA movement in China has been affiliated with the 

‘1d Alliance of YMCAs for many years, but for a period after 1950 there were few contacts. 
EeP.oSe, Geneva 


TED STATES , Lee to Report on ‘Race Relations 


w York, NeY.) - World-wide racial and ethnic tensions will be discussed at the opening 
Sion of the annual rahe ca of the U.S. Conference for the World Cowmcil of Churches at 
k Hill Falls, Pac, May 8-106 


Dr. J. Oscar Lee, executive director of the Department of Racial and Cultural Relations, 
mal Council of Churches, will make the opening May 8. (See E.P.S. Noo. 1) He left 

« January 1) for a three-month global survey of race relations on behalf of the 
ouecil of Churches. 
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, 12 - March 29, 1957 a 


About 150 delegates from thirty-two U.S. member churches of the World Council of 
irches are expected to attend the meeting. Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, New York pre= 
ling bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, is chairman. 


Dr. D. T. Niles, Ceylon, secretary of the Department of Evangelism of the World 
Incil of Churches, will speak on the Council's evangelistic responsibility. Dr. Miles 
‘scheduled to deliver the 1957 Lyman Beecher lectures at Yale University Divinity School 
April. 


| A report on the recent meeting of the Eastern Asia Christian Conference will be made 
‘the general secretary of the International Missionary Council, Dr. Charles W. Ranson. 
3@ page one.) "The World Council Confronting the Resurgence of Non-Christian Religions" 
a be discussed by Dre Hendrik Kraemer, of the Netherlands. 


Dr. Paul S. Minear will speak on "The Nature of the Unity We Seek". This will be a 
icussion of some of the underlying themes of the North American Faith and Order Con- 

mce to be held at Oberlin, Ohio, Sept. 3-10. "Current Points of International Tension" 

the role of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs will be the theme 
the address by Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New York and Philadelphia, director. 
E.PeSe,s Geneva 


. 


Churches to Participate in 1958 Brussels World Fair 


meva) - The Swiss Protestant Federation, the Roman Catholic Church and the Old Catholic 
rch all plan to be represented in the Swiss section of the Brussels World Exhibition 


1958. 


The Council of the Federation is also asking its member churches to contribute towards 
scting the Protestant pavilion, designed by a Swiss architect, for the Protestant Feder- 
On in Belgium. This all-purpose building for worship, meetings and displays will be 
erected afterwards as a center to be used for ecumenical work. (See also EPS No. 2),1956). 


Churches all over the world have been asked to support the Belgian ecumenical project. 
E.ePeSe, Geneva 


In Brief 


According to Radio Budapest, the Himgarian Government has passed a decree insisting 

% the state must give its approval to all nominations, changes and suspensions which 

s taken place among the clergy since October 1, 1956. Another decree recalls that 
figious instruction is voluntary and invites all citizens to respect the right of every 
rent or guardian to decide freely whether his child should participate in it or not. 

rone who tries to exercise pressure on parents or children for political or other reasons 
be prosecuted. 

* x 


The Swiss Protestant Federation rejected a request to assume responsibility for an 
sernational Protestant radio broadcasting-station. A commission was appointed by the 
ration to investigate ways in which Switzerland can help Protestant minorities in other 
Mitries through extension of Christian broadcasting. 


ae 


"Brotherhood Week", organized annually by the Hebrew Christian Alliance, was this 

associated with a tribute to Anne Frank, the Jewish girl whose diary made her famous. 

Warch 17 thousands of German young people went in pouring rain to the former concentration 
at Belsen, where they placed flowers and wreaths on the graves of 30,000 victims. 


- * 


The Evangelical Church in Wirttemberg has issued an appeal to its churches this year 
hold a special collection on Good Friday, in aid of the Protestant churches in East 
any, which, says the appeal, have to face "the most difficult decisions since the time 
the Reformation". The offering was originally planned for urgently-needed church 

ding projects in Wirttemberg. 
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